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tisfied that mode would. not anfwer the purpofe, and if no other plan.could be adopted, we had
better give ip the oppofition, and make the beft terms with Britain we could, upon which Mr.
Wiright afked him, and what give up independence, to which Mr. Wilfon anfwered yes. On

which laft expreflions, Mr. Paca, who was in bed in a room which

himfelf with warmth to Mr, Wilfon for declaring fuch a fentiment.  Mr. Paca’s warmth foon

fubfiding, he told Mr. Wilfon he thought him an honeft man, tho’ his nerves were but weak.
The avbove is the fubftance ‘of the ‘converfation which paffed between Mr. Wilfon, myfelf, and

others, at Kent ifland ferry, and is, I think, a juft, general ftate of the whole of what did pafs.’
‘ ' WILLIAM PACA.

" On Mr. Wilfon’s propofing the following queftions to Mr. Paca, he received the following

anfwers.
Queftion. Did you hear me propofe any plans for reinforcing general Wathington’s army,
and what were they? ]
Anfwer. 1 think you propofed that the w*h men fhould appropriate a part of their lands,
You alfo I think propofed, that men of all ra ﬁmuld embody and turn out in the public fer-
vice, and you exprefied your willingnefs to do cither. » |
~ Queftion. Do you believe that my condust and expreflions at that time proceeded from any
averfion to independence, or from the alarming apprchenfions naturally-arifing from the ruinous
§itsation in which our affairs were then reprefented to be ? ' |
Anfwer. My opinion was, that your declaration that you would give up our independence,
arofe partly from your ideas of the ruinous fituation of our public affairs, and partly from appre-

“henfions excited by the fuggeftions of fome, not at Jeaft, the moft zealous in the prefeat conteft,

The following is the relation delivered in by Jofeph Nicholfon, Efg;

ON my way to the general affembly, March, 1778, at Kent ifland, 1 met there with Mr.
Paca, Mr. Wiifon, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Thomas. Soon after | had feated myfelf, Mr. Wwil-
fon afked me, what I thought of our public affairs ; I cannot recolle&@ what reply I made, but it
led to.converfation upon that fubjeét, from which I difcovered Mr. Wilfon thought them in a
very bad way. Soon afterwards Mr. Wilfon was engaged with other company, and the conver-
fation ended.’ L . | _

. As the aflembly were then called to fill up our quota of troops, we had repeatedly converfition
on that fubjed, the gentlemen were for a draught, Mr. Willon was againit it, and faid, he
thought it would not anfwer, .~ S R - o

On the fubfequent morning, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Wright, and myfelf, happened to be firft up,
and being feated by the fire {ide, the converfation turned upon the mode of filling up our quota,
and 1 think Mr. Wilfon and myfelf differed about the mode, Mr., Wright and myfelf urged the
peceflity of a draught, and Mr. Wilfon faid, he was of opinion that mode ‘would not be fubmit-
ted to by the people, and faid, it would be more eligible for the men of fortune to part:freely
with their property to raife the men, than to make the experiment by draught, and faid lie would

moft cheerfully part with his for that purpofe.

The converfation continued fome time. between  Mr. Wright and Mr. Wilfon, and I heard
Mr. Wilfon fay, that he thou ht we had better make peace with Britain and obtainthe beft
terms in our power. 1 think Mr. Wright afked him if he was for giving up independence;, - and
he replied that he was, if thereby we could obtain good terms. This brought Mr. Paca in great
bafte from his bed, which ftood very near to us in the next room. He cenfured Mr. Wilfon for
that expreffion, and fome heat and warm expreflions took place between him and Mr. Willon,
but it foon ended.  ~ . ' o A ' _ -
: From thé whole of the converfatiop that pafied, I never fuppofed Mr. Wilfon wanted attache
et to the caufe, or. that his condu& and- expreflions proceeded from, an averfion to indepen-

ence; but did apprehend that he was much alarmed at the fituation of our affairs, and the prof-
ye& of a draught being made. [ have thought that Mr. ‘Wilfon has not appeared of late fo z¢a-
Q

dus in our caufé as he did when he firft came ipto the council of fafe,t{. I T
us In our caule 23 7+~ B - X J. NICHOLSON, juni .
‘Mr. Wilfon on the foregoing relations made the fo'lowing obfervationsy T

1 @énfcious as 1. am.of my own good intcntions, and of my real defire arall:times to promoté the

~ ecommon-ranfe of the United Statesy and.to fupport.and ‘maintain the government of this {tate as

pow-cltablifh~d; Ilittle expected toihave been charged with being a traitor, or with being averfe
%o the independence.of America, .- i et R
1 have the confolation however to be perfuaded, that when it is confidered that the converfa-

tionfrgm: whence this chdrge arifes happened:at leaft twelve ‘months before it was made;’ that I

-was then.on my way to,:and-did atténd-at; ‘the-approiching. feffion of affembly, that this cortvera
faion and circumftances.attending were related immediately dfter in this city, and that ! attend,-:
od ithe.next fall affcmbly,. it will appear fomething extraordinary, that this charge Jhould. gdw‘ l:lb
Lofiais A rought

he_arin% . . joined that in which
Mr. Wright and Mr. Wilfon had the converfation, arofe, and came ha&il;' in, and expreffed
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